
Bawnmore Community Infant 
School and Cygnets Pre-School 

            Newsletter 13th March 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
We have had a lovely week in school– Year 2’s trip to BEC was a particular highlight, along with Jassenia’s mum’s visit, 
Myton Hospice Assembly and our Mothers’ Day assemblies. The children did really well  in their assemblies this after-
noon- each class spoke clearly, performed beautifully, and showed such confidence. We are incredibly proud of them 
all.  
 
As we approach Mothering Sunday, I would like to wish a very happy and peaceful day to all  mothers,              
grandmothers, and those who take on these important caring roles. Whether your plans involve family time, a quiet 
cup of tea, or a well‑deserved rest, we hope you feel appreciated for everything you do. 
 
Eid 
We are also looking ahead to Eid, which many of our families will soon be preparing for. As the exact date is not  
confirmed until nearer the time, please remember that any requests for absence must be made using the school’s 
Leave of Absence form in advance of the date of absence. You are very welcome to put approximate dates on the 
form and confirm once the official announcement is made. Please note that we are only able to authorise one day for 
Eid, and without a completed form the absence will unfortunately be unauthorised. Thank you for helping us keep 
our attendance records accurate. 
 
A special thank you goes to Abida, Jessenia’s mum, who kindly volunteered her time to visit school and talk to the 
children about the significance of Ramadan in Islam. The children were fascinated to learn about her family’s          
traditions and practices, and we are so grateful to her for helping enrich their understanding of different faiths and 
cultures. They had a fabulous time! 
 
Allergies and dietary requirements 
To help us keep all children safe, please let the school office know immediately if your child’s dietary needs or food 
allergies change in any way. This includes newly diagnosed allergies or intolerances, religious or cultural food re-
strictions, or any foods your child can no longer eat. We kindly ask that parents complete a Dietary Requirements 
Form when any change occurs so that our records remain accurate and our kitchen staff, lunchtime team, and teach-
ers have the correct information. Thank you for helping us support your child safely. 
 
Parents’ Evenings 
A reminder that Parents’ Evening bookings are now live on MCAS for next Wednesday (18th) and the following  
Tuesday (24th). If you experience any issues booking your slot, please contact the school office and they will be   
happy to help. 
 
On-site Parking 
Finally, a car‑park reminder to help us keep the site safe for everyone. We completely understand how busy      
mornings and afternoons can be. However, because our driveway is narrow and the car park is also used by many 
pedestrians, we ask that parents and carers do not drive onto the school site before school unless you hold a Blue 
Badge and have arranged this with the school office. For safety reasons, the site is open to staff vehicles only at these 
times.  If you are collecting from Puffin Club after 4.30pm, you may use the front car park. Please note that the rear 

staff car park remains for staff use only, as the access road cannot safely support additional traffic. 
 
Thank you, as always, for your cooperation and your continued support of our school community. 
Have a great weekend, 
Pam Davey 
Head of School 



Extra Curricular Opportunities 

Some extra‑curricular opportunities are free to all children. Children who receive Pupil Premium funding may 
be able to access a paid‑for club free of charge. Please speak to the admin team. 

Day  Activity  Led By  Timings  Year Groups  Availability  

Monday  Maths in Action  Mrs Holston  3.10pm-4.10pm  By invitation only 

Tuesday  Music Lessons   Rocksteady  8.30am-11am  
Reception, Years 
One and Two  

Spaces  

Tuesday  Gym Miss Sprayson  3.10pm-4.10pm  
Reception, Years 
One and Two  

Full 

Tuesday  Cookery  Miss Bourton  3.10pm-4.10pm  Reception Full 

Thursday  Art  
Mrs Lear and Mrs 
Wigginton  

3.10pm-4.30pm  Years One and Two  Full 

Thursday Shooting Stars 
Mrs Thomas and Miss 
Sprayson 

3.30pm-4.10pm Years One and Two  Spaces 

Friday  Outdoor  Miss Sprayson  3.10pm- 4.10pm  
Reception, Years 
One and Two  

Full 

Friday  Football  DM Coaching  3.10pm-4.30pm  Age 5 and above  Full 

Art Club Creations 



Lunchtime Award 

Congratulations to XX who have been    
chosen as our Lunchtime Winners this 
week. 

Celebration Assembly 
This year, on Tuesdays we invite the children to share any certificates, medals or trophies that they 
have been awarded in the previous week at clubs attended out of school e.g. swimming, gymnastics. 
Please send these in with your child on a Tuesday morning.   

Attendance Award 

Congratulations to 2W, our Attendance 
Champions this week, with an impressive 
99.6% attendance!  
Our whole school attendance was 95.9%.  
Thank you for supporting us with this. 

Celebrations 

Puffins 

This week Puffins have had so much fun celebrating Science Week. We explored colourful experiments like magic 
milk, we made a skittles rainbow, and we even created our own magnetic paintings. Our investigations got fizzier 
as we watched baking soda react with vinegar and used pipettes to make our homemade moon rocks bubble 
away. We ended the week with the most exciting experiment of all  the exploding Coke and Mentos eruption, 
which filled the outdoor area with cheers, screams and laughter.  



Friends of Bawnmore 



Our Calendar is available as a PDF document on MCAS.  It is also updated regularly on our website.  You can link 
the website calendar to your phone– never miss an event again!  We do our best to ensure the calendar is updat-
ed as it changes and changes are shown in red here. 

4 w/b 16th 
March 

During 
school 
day 

All pupils   Neurodiversity Celebration Week.  This is a worldwide initia-
tive that challenges stereotypes and misconceptions about 
neurological differences. It aims to transform how neurodi-
vergent individuals are perceived and supported by recognis-
ing the many skills and talents of neurodivergent individuals, 
while creating more inclusive and equitable cultures that 
celebrate differences and empower every individual. 

4 Fri 20th  
March 

12noon-
12.30pm 

School Coun-
cil 

Mrs Towers’ 
classroom 

School Council Meeting 

4 Wed 18th 
March 

3.30pm- 
6.30pm 

Parents and 
carers 

Classrooms Parents’ Evening In person.  You will be given the choice to 
book either a 10 minute in person appointment on this date 
or on Tuesday 24th March. 

4 Fri 20th 
March 

During 
school 
day 

All pupils   20th March is International Day of Happiness, Red Nose Day 
and the last day of Neurodiversity Week.   21st March is 
World Down Syndrome Day (WDSD).   We will be holding a 
Charity Non-uniform Day.  Suggested minimum donation £1 
to be split between Down Syndrome International and Red 
Nose Day. 

Red Nose Day is an annual fundraising campaign by the chari-
ty Comic Relief . The event uses comedy and entertainment 
to raise money to help tackle poverty and injustice in the UK 
and around the world.   Children may like to wear red noses, 
head boppers etc. with their non-uniform outfit. 

Odd Socks Day for Down Syndrome is an annual event on 
World Down Syndrome Day (March 21st), encouraging peo-
ple to wear brightly colored, mismatched socks to celebrate 
individuality, promote inclusion, and raise awareness about 
Down syndrome.  Children may therefore like to wear odd 
socks with their non-uniform outfit. 

As it is also International Day of Happiness the children will 
take part in activities which we believe will promote happi-
ness. 

International Day of Happiness was established by the United 
Nations General Assembly on 28 June 2012. It aims to make 
people around the world realise the importance of happiness 
within their lives. 

5 Thursday 
19th Mar
ch  

During 
the 
school 
day 

  Year 2 will be watching 'High School Musical'  at The Ra-
venscroft theatre, Bilton Grange Preparatory School  We 
should be back at school by 3.30pm  



5 Tue 24th 
March 

3.30pm- 
6.30pm 

Parents and 
carers 

Classrooms/ 
Online 

Parents’ Evening In person.  You will be given the choice to 
book either a 10 minute in person appointment on this date 

5 Thu 26th  
March 

During 
school 
day 

All pupils   Go Purple Day.  Purple Day is celebrated annually on March 
26th to increase awareness about epilepsy and to support 
those living with the condition.  In return for a minimum £1 
donation, children will be able to make a purple bracelet to 
take home.  They will also take part in an awareness assem-
bly. 

5 TBC 3.15pm-
4.30pm 

  

4.45pm-
6.00pm 

Cygnets and 
Reception 
pupils 

Year One and 
Year Two pu-
pils 

School Hall School Discos.  Adult helpers will be required. More details 
later on. 

Cygnets and Reception pupils are invited to attend a disco 
from 3.15pm-4.30pm.  All children attending this disco will 
need to be accompanied by a designated adult. 

4.45pm-6.00pm.  Year 1 and 2 pupils are then invited to 
attend their disco without an adult. 

5 Fri 27th 
March 

3.10pm All   End of term 

  Easter Holidays 

28th  March -12th April 



LEAVE OF ABSENCE DURING TERM TIME  

INFORMATION FOR PARENTS 

The Supreme Court has clarified the law on unauthorised leave, including holidays, during term time (Platt v Isle of Wright 2017). The 

Supreme Court has made clear that attending school ‘regularly’ means that the children must attend school on every day that they 

are required to do so. As such, the parents of any child who is absent from school without authorisation for any length of time are 

likely to be considered as committing an offence under s444 of the Education Act 1996. 

The law states a leave of absence may only be granted by a school if an application is made in advance and if it considers there are 

exceptional circumstances relating to the application.  

Schools must judge each application individually considering the specific facts and circumstances and relevant background context 

behind each request.  

A leave of absence is granted entirely at the school’s discretion. Generally, a need or desire for a holiday or other absence for the 

purpose of leisure and recreation would not constitute an exceptional circumstance.  

Where a leave of absence is granted, the school will determine the number of days a pupil can be absent from school. 

When making an application for Leave of Absence parents are advised to give sufficient information and time to allow the Head 

teacher the opportunity to consider all the exceptional circumstances and to notify parents of their decision.  The school may also 

request further information on the application and supporting documentation where appropriate. 

It is advised that if the resident parent has not received notification or a response regarding the leave of absence application, it is the 

parents’ responsibility to ascertain if the leave is authorised prior to the start of the leave. 

The school can only consider Leave of Absence requests which are made by the ‘resident’ parent ie the parent with whom the child 

normally resides. 

Where applications for leave of absence are made in advance and refused, the child is expected to be in school on the dates set out 

in the application. If the child is absent during that period, it will be recorded as an unauthorised absence.  Where a leave of absence 

is requested, but additional days taken either prior to or after the request may be considered as part of the leave of absence. 

Leave of Absences which are not made in advance cannot be authorised in line with legislation.  This will result in the absence being 

recorded as ‘unauthorised’.   

All matters of unauthorised absence relating to a Leave of Absence will be referred to the Warwickshire Attendance Service, part of 

Warwickshire County Council.  Penalty Notices are issued in accordance with Warwickshire County Council’s Code of Conduct for 

Penalty Notices and in the first instance, as an alternative to prosecution proceedings.   

Leave of Absence taken in the academic year 2025-26 

The law relating to Penalty Notices changed with effect from 19 August 2024. Therefore, Penalty Notices issued for Leave of Ab-

sence taken from September 2024 will be issued in accordance with the updated legislation. 

Penalty Notices are issued to each parent of each absent child, (for example 2 children and 2 parents, means each parent will receive 

2 invoices – 4 in total).   

First Leave of Absence offence:  The Penalty Notice amount of £160 to be paid within 28 days, this is reduced to £80 each child if paid 

within 21 days. 

Second Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice): The amount of £160 paid 

within 28 days.  No reduced amount. 

Payment plans will not be offered and/or payments received outside of the 28 day period will not be accepted. Where a penalty no-

tice expires unpaid the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider criminal prosecution.    

Third Leave of Absence offence within a 3 year period (from the date of issue of the first penalty notice):  A penalty notices will be not 

be issued and the matter will be referred to Warwickshire County Council’s Legal Services to consider instigating criminal prosecution 

proceedings under S444 of Education Act 1996. 

 

Your child’s progress academically as well as socially is our shared priority. 



Online Safety Top Tips  






